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I—Forgian Potrrics, 


THe Hitvarta [Calcutta} of the 7th January, in writing about the custody 
| : i. the Chinese prisoners at Shanghai, says:—. 
The Shatight! affsir and its sequel. That the dispute which arose regarding this 
affair is known to the readers. We hear that the Chinese are highly dis- 
leased with the British _ this Pegg _ Reuter wires ma of = 
hinese rs are urgi @ people to give up opium, in order to teach a 
lesson to ry This no good news for the British. A few years ago 
the Chinese hesitated to purchase Indian opium, but the British Government, 
with the aid of their guns, rifles and bayonets, obliged them to give way. Will 
the same plan be repeated now. The treaty with France and Japan has 
revealed the real strength of the British. How then will England march an 
army to stop the Chinese strike? There are now two courses open to the 
British, viz., either to remove the English officials from Shanghai, and so satisfy 
the Chinese, or to suffer a loss of eight crores of rupees. It remains to be seen 
which of these courses they follow. : | 


Il.— Home ApMInteTRATION. 


2. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 2nd Janu- 
.., ary says that recently one Jafar Shaikh, a poor 
PS rae Be yO Piggy inhabitant of the Bhazial village under the Gafar 
ymensingh district. ae ne Sane 
: gaon thana, in the Mymensingh district, was robbed 
by some budmashes on the road between Gafargaon and Hossainpur. Kubir 
Shaikh and Sukhai Ctoala of the Janmejay village, Dinanath Chakravarti of 
the Pukharia village, and rar i others living within the jurisdiction of the 
» Gafargaon thana have been similarly plundered on this road, which is infested 
by gunda gamblers who never lose an opportunity of robbing wayfarers. 
3. The Jasohar [ Jessore] of the 3rd January is informed that certain 
Ae elleentice ecnintt eerie CO ee Khulna are in consultation with 
Slice effeave in Khalea, certain shopkeepers with the object of bringing 
law-suits against school-students, and dwells on the 
néesessity of enforcing social excommunication against these officers. - 
4. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar deci Lvaentia] Ze ms 
: ., 4th January says that poor and lamenting Beng 
ube ak Se Faye: 6 eee al she sould 4 show, as she was in duty 
bound to do, her loyalty to the Prince of Wales. 
To see royalty is considered by the people as an act of great religious merit 
and, in thousands, they flucked to catch a view of His Royal Highness. It is 
said that every act of religious merit must be attended with pain and snffer- 
ing. In the case of the Royal visit the iil-usage which the crowd of spectators 
received at the hands of European policemen in Calcutta supplied them with 
this necessary element of suffering. It is hoped that the Prince will accept the 
unalloyed loyalty of the Indians to him, and do something to strengthen the 
bond of mutual love and affection which exists between them and the British 
Government. 
5. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 6th January writes that it has 
How the Police did ite duty heard. with extreme satisfaction the accounts of the 
during the Royal visit to Calcutta. 2aNner in which those who went to see the Prince 
were harassed by the police. The gentlemen who, 
on the night of Wednesday, the 3rd January last, hired carriages for’ eight or 
ten rupees each to see the illuminations, had many of them to wait till 3 
A.M. without being permitted to proceed. The police after keeping the 
carriages confined in narrow lanes for a long time let them off at such hours, 
that, not to speak of seeing the illuminations, many could not even manage 
to reach their houses direct before 3 a.m. Those, again, who went on foot to 
see the illuminations were in no better predicament. The police soundly thra- 
shed many of them without provocation. ‘Then, again, on Friday the 5th 
January, when the Prince was at the Senate House before College Square, 
the policeagain took a pleasure in harassing the public. It is said that 


Hrrvarra, 
Jan. Zh, 1906. 


CHakv MIBIR, 
Jan, 2nd, 1906. 


 JasouaR, 
Jan. 3rd, 1906. 


Sri Sai VisHnv- 
PRI¥a-0-ANANDA 
BaZzaR PaTRika, 


J af. 4th, 1906. 


Daly Hitavabi, 
Jan. 6th, 1906. 


SaNDHYA, 
Jan. 9tb, 1906. 


Datty HiravaD!, 
Jan. 7th, 1906. 


PRasUN 
Jan. th, 1906, 


( aR). 


one unfortunate man had his nose broken through the assaults of the olice, 
One cannot say whether the fault in these cases lies more with the police or 
with those, who in spite of such harassments, cannot resist the temptation of 


_ seeing sights. - 


6. After referring with strong disapproval to the rumoured action of the 
Commissioner of the Calcutta Police in settin 
detectives to watch the movements of Mr. A. C, 
Benerji, Barister-at-law and of Babu Bipin Chandra 
Pal, of Calcutta, the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 6th January goes on to state 
that Mr. Halliday has now been guilty of a fresh act of zu/m in gee 
a careful watch to be kept on the movements of a young man name 
Sailendra Nath Banerji and of a young lady named Nilima Ray, of Ballyganj, 
who were on a recent occasion speakers at a meeting of the Association in 
Lower Circular Road, known by the name of the Nabya-Samproday; and 
concludes with the remark that if detectives are really set after these two 
rons persons, this action of Mr. Halliday’s must be brought to the test of the 
aw 


A complaint against the Com- 
missioner of the Calcutta Police. 


7. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 9th January expresses strong dis- 
; approval of the decoration which has recentl been 

oi Hailiday, she Commissioner bestowed by the Prince of Wales on Mr. Halliday, 
the Commissioner of the Calcutta Police, and, as 

an example of the way things were managed under this officer during the 
late Royal visit to the city, mentions that on the day on which the Prince was 
going to the Senate House at College Square to receive his degree, a respectable 
employé of the National Bank, who had to convey Rs. 25,000 in a bullock.-cart 
to the Currency Office was slapped on the face by a European police officer for 


- no greuter offence than that the former had ventured to ask the officer if he 


might take his cart through a certain route on which the ordinary traffic was 
then under suspension. | 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


8. Referring to the judgment given by the Criminal Bench of the 
Calcutta High Court on the 5th January last in the 
case against the Madaripur students, the Datly 
Mitavad Nerang or! of the 7th January inquires 
why the Judges, in the course of delivering judgment, thought it fit to refer 
for illustration to the practice in England, sitting, as they did, to administer 
justice in acountry of dark-skinned people like India. In what respect 
can India be compared with England? Do the officials in the latter country 
resist any desire on the part of the public in favour of the use of home-made 
articles? Do they, again, for fear of imaginary breaches of the peace, hand 
over helpless citizens to the mercies of a barbarous soldiery ?. Are students 
in England held to be promoting sedition when they go about singing “‘ Rule 
Britannia?” Or are they on that account debarred from employment in the 
public service? It is for all this that, in this country of dark-skinned 
races, any illustration borrowed from the case of England seems utterly 
incongruous, 


The Madaripur students’ case in 
the Calcutta High Court. 


(d)— Education. 


9. The Prasun (Katwa] of the 5th January notices the following 
Complaints in connexion with complaints in connexion with the last scholarship 
the last scholarship examinations. examinations at that pl ace :-— 
(1) The place where the examinations were to be held was not decided 
on when the examinees were being selected. 
(2) Many students were informed that they had been selected only three 
or four days before the date of the examinations. 
(3) The question papers were in some places illegible, because they 
were lithographed and not printed. 
(4) Many of the questions betray want of care in setting them. Those 
in Literature and Science were not suited to the examinations 
A question in Mensuration was included among those in 


Geometry. 


J } | ( 21 ) / 


10. Fazlan Karim Coressi, of Si ram, Murshidabad, writes in the daily 
scuiii cbliihesik te’ Wl Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 6th January deploring 
nis Ge semseentbeeh. ' Mahamaho 


refusal of permission to a Musalman student of. the 
Harajibanpur school to appear in a Sanskrit title-examination, and also point- 
ing out that a few years ago the correspondent himself was such a candidate 
and was similarly treated, and that he has eight or ten co-religionists known 


to him who have all been similarly refused permission at different times. — 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


11, The Rangpur — [Rang par] of the 28th oe ors that 
Se cholera has app in many placesin Rangpur, 
ee and cases of death are ocuiting for i . of 
proper medical assistance. — oor 
12. The Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 5th January objects to that passage 
in the Calcutta Municipal address to the Prince 
and Princess of Walesin which it was said that 
their Royal Highnesses would find in Calcutta 
‘‘ abundant indications of the A sag pe which everywhere accompanies British 
rule,” and in reply to which His Royal Highness said: “If, as you say, the 
prosperity ‘which blesses this place is common to all India, we may congratulate 
ourselves on the results of the bond between the mother-country aud India.”’ 
How, aeks the writer did the City Fathers ascertain that under British rule 
every part of India had prospered like Calcutta? Have not t cities like 
Delhi and Agra been reduced to insignificant places under British rule? It is 
only those places which have been made seats of Government by the English 
that have prospered under British rule, and it is natural that such should be 
the case. It is a perversion of truth and the worst form of fla to say that 
because Calcutta has, in every way, prospered under British rule, every other 
part of India has also done so 
13. It is rumoured, says the Birbhum Varta [Birbhum] of the 6th January, 
The Suri Lady Curzon Female '8t the presence of male compounders in the Suri 
Hospital. r - Lady Curzon Female Hospital in the Birbhum 
ey district causes great inconvenience to its purda- 
nisin inmates. ‘The hospital is, moreover, often visited by medical men. For 
these reasons poor purdunishin women hesitated to avail themselves of the 
services of this hospitil, 
14. With reference to - puta a ” Mahomadan pilgrims 
“ar es Giles who assemble at . for a pilgimage to Mecca, 
rite ee “the Hitvarta [Caloutta} + the 7h note is glad to 
learn from the Indian Advocate, that the attention of the Government has been 
directed to the inconveniences to which the pilgrims are put, and that in 
reply to a letter on the subject from that journal, the Government said that 
the authorities were obliged to.stop the pilgrims for medical examination in 
accordance with the terms of the Venice Convention; that the number of 
pilgrims was large this year, hence they were put to hardships, and that some 
arrangement will now be made by which Bombay will no longer be a port of 
embarkation for such pilgrims. ae 
15. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of it 7th Se racend 
Yholerain‘some villages in the -2ePOrts the prevalence .of cholera in Bejgnon, 
mu ia. Bibandi, Pachaldia, Surpara, Mijgaon, 
: Kukutis and other villages, numbering 50 or 60 .in 
all, near Vikrampore, in the Dacca district.. The want of wholesome drinking- 
water 1s the cause of an annual outbreak of cholera in this part of the 
country. 
16. Referring to the explanation given to the public by Mr. H. E. A. 
Cotton, Barister-at-Law, for the exclusion of the 
public from the College Square on the morning when 
_ the Prince of Wales received his degree at the 
Senate House, the Duily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 10th January writes that 


coment 1s unnecessary on this explanation which has been furnished by the same 


The Calcutta Municipal address 
to the Royal visitors. 
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not the Lieutenant-Governor 
g in his foot-steps. so that it 18 not 


But one may point out that the Prince of Wales is: 
‘of Eastern Bengal nor an official followir 
quite intelligible why His Royal Highness 


should be annoyed at the cry of Bande 


ght-minded a personage as 
students. Then, again, in 
spite of their exclusion from the College Square, the students assembled on 
passed on his way to the 
Senate Houso and might have uttered the samée’cry, What remedy had the 


The future Emperor of India is not so |: 
by cries of Bunde mataram uttered by 


mataram, 


the sides of the streets through which the Prince 


police for this contingency ? 
(g \—Rat:ways and communications including canals and irrigation. 


17. The Bangavasi |Caleutta] of the 6th January says that since the 
discontinuance a few months ago of the train 
which starting from Barakar used tu arrive at 
Howrah after 3 p.m., the complaint has been persistently made that the change 
has caused great inconvenience toa large number of passengers, particularly 
tradesmen, such as verdors of chhina (a preparation of milk), but the railway 
authorities have been as persistently turning a deaf ear to the complaint. 
reconsideration of the matter is solicited. | 

1s. The Nadia | Krishnagore] of the 6th January says that there is 


Jan, 6th, 1906. 


A railway complaint. 


Jan. 6th, 1906. 


A. 


only one, and that also a very narrow passage lead- 


A railway complaint. 


ing to the platform of the Krishnagore station on the 


Ranaghat-Murshidabad Railway, and that this causes great inconvenience to all, 


and specially to female passengers. Itis hoped that the railway authorities will 


make arrangements for a separate passage for females leading to the platform. 


Tripura Htaisul, 


Jan. 9th, 1906. A complaint. 


Chandura 


19. The Tripura Hitawshi [Comilla] of the 9th January complains of the 


want ofa supply of pure drinking ,water at the 
station of 


the Assam-Bengal 


(h)— General. : 
20. The Burdwan Sanjivani : Burdwan | of the 2nd January asks if Lord 
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Railway. There are no tanks or wells. here, and an epidemic of cholera has 
broken out in the village. 


Minto keeps no information of the fearful and beast- 


Lord Minto and alleged official 
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The effect of the partition. 


ly oppressions which are being systematically 
committed by officiais in Bengal on the advocates 
Will not His Exceliency save the people from the 
hands of these oppressors who are guilty of trying to prevent them from doing 
their duty in the matter of improving the arts and industries of the country, a 
matter in which Government itself takes the liveliest interest ? 
21. The Sr¢ Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [ Calcutta | of the 
4th January writes as follows:— — 


Sufficient proofs are already forthcoming as to 


the inconveniences which the people of North and East Bengal will have 


to suffer in consequence of the partition of Bengal. First of all, the educated ’ 

eople of North and East Bengal have got as their ruler a man like Sir B, 
‘uller who has no administrative experience, no statesmanship and no god-like 
magnanimity of character. This has been causing inconvenience to both sides. 


While the people are quite reasonably entertaining a poor opinion of his capacity 


as a ruler, of his intelligence and statesmanship as evidenced by his speeches 


and actions, Sir B. Fuller on his part has been doing his best to insult and spite 


his Hindu subjects and create an ill-feeling between them and the Musalmans 
by proposing to fill up all Government posts in his province by Musalman 
candidates. This action of Sir B Fuller’s is entirely opposed to the British 
sense of justice and to the late Queen Empress’s famous proclamation. Though | 
Sir B. Fuller is a servant of the Enmperor’s, he is violating the orders gud 
intentions of His Majesty’s late affectionate and revered mother. The 


affectionate nature and statesman- 


And it ison the proclamation she 
piness and prosperity of the Indian Empier 


late Empress’s practical 
ship had earned everybody’s respect. 
issued that the peace, happi 
The English officia 
against the spirit of the proclamation, b 


intelligence, 


s, it is true, are nowadays at every step 


ong 


ut i¢ was left for Sir B. Fuller to 
Yet not a word has been uttered in 


openly violate its terms and intentions. 
England against this policy. 


. ( @) 


But Sir B. Fuller’s aetions will be productive of much evil. We do not 
think that his partiality for Musalmans will offend the. Hindus. The Hindus 
will rather take no notice of his silly acts. But itis the Musalmans in general 
whom his policy will give the greatest offence. His professed favouritism for 
the Musalmans will tempt a very large number of them to seek favour at his 
hands in the shape of Government service. But most of these supplicants 
for favour will be disappointed, as the patronage at Sir B. Fuller’s disposal is 
not unlimited. But His Honour has no need for so much foresight. All he 
aims at in professing love fur the Musalmans is to humiliate. and harass the 
Hindus, It is therefore the first and foremost misfortune of tlte new province 

that it has got a short-sighted man like Sir B. Faller as its first ruler. 

To take another instance of the effect of:the partition on North and East 
Bengal. The Rajas and Maharajas of East Bengal had all come down to 
Calcutta to receive the Prince of Wales, But they were not introduced to 
His Royal Highness at Prinsep’s Ghat, because Sir Bampfylde Fuller was 
not present there to introduce them. When the Government’s object in 
partitioning Bengal was to break off all relationship between Hast and West 
Bengal, why shouid the people of the severed province be allowed to join in 
the Prince’s reception in West Bengal? To have allowed them to do so 
would have frustrated the very object of the partition. 

Some of our older contemporaries have expressed a wish to draw 
Lord Minto’s attention to the matter. But we believe that the omission. could 
not lave taken place without Government’s advice. Why should the people 
of North and East Bengal join in the festivities held in West Bengal ? . How 
could the Government, after having effected the partition, support such action ? 
The people may, like shameless creatures as they are, hide their sorrow 
and join in the festivities to show their loyalty. The zamindars of Kast Bengal 
may gratify their feeling of loyalty and their sense of self-respect by taking 
part in the Maidan entertainment, but Government cannot support a line of 
action which will have the effect of bringing together the people of the two 
Provinces. The Nawab of Dacca is probably now feeling the inconveniences 
that will arise from the partition. : 

22. The Sanjivant (Calcutta | of the 4th January writes :— 

» Caiiiiaaan a The Prince is a very clever personage. His 
hope.” ti‘; z SS éCKeen intelligence has seen through all the webs 

spun by the officials. With the object of keeping 
His Royal Highness ignorant of the condition of the indians, orders were 
issued to keep newspapers, like the Amrita Bazar Patrika, the Bengalee and the 
Statesman out of his sight, But under the Prince’s own orders, papers edited 
by the natives are being sent in for his perusal. His Reyal Highness has thus 
come to know of the partition agitation, the boycott and Sir Bampfylde Fuller’s 
illegalities. His Royal Highness is a humane Prince who cannot tolerate any 
difference between the English and the Indians. 

_ During his sojourn in Bombay, His Royal Highness summoned 
Sir Pherozshah Mehta to an interview with him. We have learned that the 
Prince inquired of him ‘ whatis meant by the partition of Bengal? Why 
are the Bengalis so dissatisfied with it? Why have they resolved to boycott 
British manufactures?” Sir Pherozshah gave to the Prince satisfactory 
‘Teplies to these questions. It has been made quite clear to His Royal 
Highness that the boycott of British manufactures is a reply to the official 
indifference to the protests of the Bengalis against the partition. Se 

_ Lord Minto is a perfect gentleman. He is quite famous for his sympathe- 
tic nature, ‘I'he replies which the Home .Member returned to certain recent 
questions in the supreme Legislative Council regarding oppressions in Eastern 
Bengal have led everybody to suppose that Lord Minto has supported Sir B. 


Fuller in his illegalities. But we firmly maintain our belief to the contrary. 


We say this, and we ask everybody to believe it, that it was under Lord Minto’s 
orders that Sir Bampfylde Fuller removed the Gurkhas from Barisal. We know 


that Lord Minto is dissatisfied with all the illegalities and oppressions at Barisal, 


Sirajganj, Rangpur, etc. We know that Lord Minto has not been able to 
convince himself that the partition of Bengal is just. His Excellency has rea- 
lised that Lord Curzon was guilty of a terrible mistake in this measure of his. 
it is our firm belief that Lord Minto has written to the Home Government 


SANJIVANI, . 
Jan, 4th, 190 


bate 


Sri SRI VISHNU- 
PRIYA-O-ANANDA- 
Bazak PaTRIEA, 


Jan, 4th, 1906. 


SaNDHYA, 
van, 4th, 1906. 


( 24 ) 


partition question, So let nobody suppose that the partition of 
eae ie Peovaentle, Let all believe that — are very good chances of 
Curzon’s orders in this matter being reversed. 

me Mr. John Morley, the new Secretary of State for India, is known as 
“Honest John,” among his countrymen, because he is never afraid to do the 
right thing. He is not afraid to stand up for the right even if be finds the 
whole world arrayed against him, Mr. Morley has become apprised of the 
rtition question, the boycott and Sir Bampfyldo Fuller's — We 
now that he is eager to remove the causes of discontent in Bengal. So let 
nobody think that divided Bengal will never again be reunited. ; 

Mr. John Ellis, the new Under-Secretary of State for India, is a Quaker, 
a sect the members of which have always been foremost among those who have 
done good work tothe world. It is to Quakers that the world is indebt 
for the abolition of slavery. : 

Mr. Ellis is also a teetotaler. He sympathised with the cause of the 
Boers during the Transvaal War. He was also a Member of the Indian 
Parliamentary Committee. From such an Under-Secretary the people of 
India can certainly expect justice. 

Without being in a position to say everything we know, we still affirm our 
firm belief that Bengal will not remain divided. But our hopes of a reunited 
Bengal will not be realised if we are content only to wait in reliance on 
Messrs. Morley and Ellis and Lord Minto No nation ever prospered without 
self-help. Noone will ever come te look on the Bengalis with respect unless 
the boycott is successful. 

23. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Anands Buzar Puairika [Calcutta] of the 


The dismieral ot Hinda clerks 4th January says that Sir Bampfylde Fuller has 


Fab commemorated the new year and his elevation to 

knighthood by an act which is perfectly worthy of 
a man of his nature, viz., the ‘dismissal from Government service of 638 old 
Hinda clerks. While the Royal visit has made the house of every Government 
servant ring with joy and merriment, cries of distress have been raised in the 
houses of only these 63 dismissed elerks. One or two months more will show 


what course Lord Minto’s Government will take. As for the people, they 
depend on the Almighty alone for a redress of oppressions like the above. 
24. Referring to the dismissal from Government service of 63 Hindu 
ae _ Bengali clerks announced in a recent issue of 
Pi ——, of Hindu Bengali the Eastern Bengal and Assam Gazette, the Sandhya 
{ Calcutta | of the 4th January writes as follows :— 
Mr. Lieutenant-Governor Fuller was not duly salaamed when out on 
tour: will he not take dire vengeance on the Bengalis therefor? Perhaps 
the fire which rankles in his heart will not be quenched even if he chews 
the bones of the Bengalis to pieces. The swadeshi affair has become 
an eyesore to him. How many strange things he has done with the 
assistance of the Gurkhas. e has been seeing excellent fun by 
setting Gurkhas on inoffensive citizens in the town bazars. After sum- 
monng certain respectable gentlemen to meet him on board his own 
steamer, he put them to no end of indignities. ‘lhe man is a very good 
gentleman, that is why he is no longer content with striking with his hands 
alone. He has now, therefore, begun to deprive people of their bread also. 
All of a sudden, when, as a consequence of the ao visit, many had banished 
the feeling of grief from their minds and had again begun to be festive, an 
announcement is made in the Eastern Bengal and Assam Gazette that 63 
Bengali clerks have been dismissed, and have been debarred from further 
employment under Government in future. Fuller evidently is proceeding 
further and further. And who knows now when it will all end? There 
is absolutely no mention as to what was the offence of these poor clerks. 
It is certain that the crushing of the hopes and aspirations ef these clerks 
is mixed up with some difficulty in connection with the sewadeshi agitation. 
But let these clerks not be afraid. The eyes of all Bengal will be on them. 
Perhaps some beneficent intention of Providence may be achieved through 
their instrumentality. Nothing seems enough to rouse the Bengalis from — 
their apathy. Even as regards this swadeshi. itation, they are not making 
any great efforts to make it permanent. hey will only beg, they will 
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never try and be men; that, is why God is keeping the'flame alive with 
these occasional acts of oppression, as: with fanning. Our leaders are very 
eager to be loyal. As.the Prince is coming, they are practising the art 
of bowing and saluting, having hidden for:the time all causes of strife. But 
can they not ask the Prince to keep these hounds: under restraint?’ Has 
not. Lieutenant-Governor Fuller yet reached the full measure of* his 
iniquity ? Government has conferred on him a decoration. ‘He, therefore, 
supposes that he might get the Governor-Generalship of all India itself if he 
succeeds in grinding the bones of the Bengalis. But will so much zulm be 
tolerated without divine. retribution ? It is:‘because the Bengalis are weak: that 
these men dare be so presumptuous. 3 
25. Referring to the statement made in a recent issue of the Indian 
Daily News of Calcutta that the 63 clerks whose 
dismissal was lately notified in the astern Bengali 
and, Assam Gazette were employed im the settle- 
ment office in Lackerganj, but had been on strike for about a month and-a- 
half, and had thereby brought the business of the office almost to a standstill, 
the Daily Hitavad: pee of the 6th January writes that if this explana- 
tion is.true, it affords an indication of the. barbarous administrative policy’ of 
Sir Bampfylde Fuller. For, persons in the position of these clerks would not 
have. gone on strike unless they had very serious provocation. What Sir 
Hampfylde Fuller should have done was to have listened carefully’ to their 
complaints and instructed the Settlement Officers to treat them considérately. 
26. Referring to the dismissal from Government service of 63 Bengali 
| Hindu clerks announced ina recent issue of* the 
RS  egaivad Hindu clerks Fostern Bengal and’ Assum Gazette, the Swades 
meters [Calcutta } of the 8th January writes that no. men- 
tion is made of the offence of which these clerks: were accused, but probably 
they were. in some way connected with the swadesht agitation. Probably 
Musalmans will be taken in to fill. the vacancies caused these dismissals. 
There is nothing to be surprised at.or to be sorry for in this. act of Govern- 
ment. It must be counted a sort of. good-luck for these dismissed men that 
they are released from the drudgery: of the desk. If they devote their 
attention to industrial pursuits in future they will sinmiultaneously benefit 
themselves and their: countr 


27. The Sanjivans raleutta of. the 4th January writes that it is not 


The 68 dismissed clerks in 
Eastern Bengal and Assam. 


The-Honore List. in the habit of publishing the official Honors List 


in its columns, as these honors are usually conferred 
on undeserving men. This year. only men after Lord Curzon’s heart’ have 
obtained titles.. It.is inexplicable, however, how one or two really deserving 
men have.got.in among them. 
28. Referring to the.N ry haga soem List, ber Hitavadi 1 ser 
w Year's Hénctrs, OF the dth.January says that as usual almost a 
re the highest. honours tli been bestowed on Euro- 
peans. only, Even such. Bengalis as: had turned traitors to their country 
in the hope. of becoming Rajas or. Maharajas have been disappointed. Two 
brilliant stars of Eastern. Bengal have again received high honours. The 
Lieutenant-Governor of the new Province has been made a K.C.8.1., while the 
Nawab of Dacca has by dintiof sycophancy received the title of C.S8.I., as a 
reward for his treachery to his country. The honour of Mahamahopadhyaya 
has fallen on two such deserving men as Kaviraj Dwarkanath Sen and Babu 
Satis Chandra Acharyya. 


29. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of. the 6th January asks why the word 


7 *‘ Babu”’ appears hefore the name of Satis: Chandra 
7 ee ere hele ia. the New Year Honours: List in 
which he is shown as oue of the recipients of the title of Mahamahopadhyaya. 
This title Spanay 9 - properly to the community of orthodox Brahmin pandits. 
But now-a-days Government is conferring it on “Babu” pandits also. Such 
being the will of the Government,.what can the people do ? 


30. The Basumaii [Calcutta] of the 6th January expresses its heartiest 


_,The two new Mahamahops. pleasure at seeing the names of Pandit Satis 


dhyayas. Chandra Bidhyabhusan and Kaviraj Dwarkanath 
Sen among the Mahamsahopadhyayas in the New Year's Honours List. 
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31. Juoti (Chittagong) of the 4th January objects to a proposal which — 
ene wae is) ° is under zee! Pita. Cm to remove the salt 
The salt gola and the Port ola from its existing location at Sudar Ghit to 
ee the double moorings. The objection is made on 
the ground that the proposal, if given effect to, will put traders to the extra 
expense of conveying salt from the double moorings by boat. Objection is 
also made to the proposed removal of the Port Office to the double moorings. 

32. The Samvad Pravakar [Calcutta] of the 5th January publishes a 
poem on Sir Bampfylde Fuller which contains 
lines to the following effect :— 

Sir Bampfylde is determined to suppress the 
swadeshi movement. He therefore moves about in the fashion of a conqueror, 
but he does not see that this golden land is going to be consumed in the 
fire. 

The son of a hero, he is a great hero himself. His defiant shouts rend 
the firmament, but he faints away at the blowing of the wind. If a mouse 
stirs, he thinks it is @ tiger. : 

His “‘foolery”” has drowned law, law court and Parliament. His word 
is law. There is no distinction between kazi and pazi (blackguard): kazi and 
pazi are one and the same. 


Come boys, fear nothing! Give the dog a sound caning, and it will be 
all right again. 

His temper and movements are like those of a Jbadshah. But he has as 
yet seen very little of the great things which the swadesht movement is 
capable of. : 

33. Writing in the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 5th January, Babu Chitta- 
ranjan Guha Thakuita, who calls himself an 
inhabitant of Banaripara, says that, for the purpose 
of pleasing them, Sir Bampfylde Fuller has plaved a most unbecoming trick 
on the Musalmans by announcing that the cost of the punitive police which has 
been quartered in Ranaripara and Narottampur will be borne by Hindus alone, 
the fact being that there are no Musalmans living in those villages. The 
Musalmans are not fools that they will be duped by such tricks, specially 
when they see that a memorial has been raised in Culcutta to commemorate 
the so-called Black Hole tragecy as a lasting shame to the name not only of 
Nabab Siraj-ud-dowla, but of the entire Musalinan community. After leaving 
the Chief Coinmissionership of Assam, Sir Bampfylde, says the writer, ought 
for some time to have moved in the society of gentlemen to learn manners, 
&c., before he took up the Lieutenant-Governorship of the new Province. 

384. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 6th January writes:— 


With the creation of a new Province, a new 
administrative policy has also been ushered into 
existence. The judgment of the authorities has tot perverted; and the 
outcome of it all will be wholesale ruin. How long more are we to continue 
reasoning with our Government? We have seized: every possible opportunit 
to point out to them as clearly as possible the ultimate effect of their 
present day actions, but still they have not yet come to their senses, We 
have done our duty, and we can no longer be counted responsible for an 
evil or evils that the future may bring forth. The public are freely declaring 
that the authorities ignoring evervbody’s advice are acting extremely foolishly. 
Their first mistake has been to split up the golden land of Bengal and thereb 
suddenly to bring disquiet in @ region where quiet had hitherto reigned. 
Then, again, even with a divided Bengal, there might have been some chance 
of peace if a good ruler had been got for the new Province, In appointing 
Sir Bampfylde Fuller as Lieutenant-Governor of Eastern Bengal the Govern- 
ment was guilty of a more terrible mistake than in partitioning Bengal. We 
can feel very well that Sjr B. Fuller, although he may be worthy to wield the 
red, 18 not fit to be a good ruler. The coolies are the men he is worthy to 
rule over—not the peacefu', inoffensive Bengali house-holders. 

We do not know if the British Government is desirous of establishing a 
new relation with its Indian subjects. We confess to a feeling of the deepest 
alarm at the present condition of things in the new Province. One is not 
quate sure; as to whose condition it is. that will be revolutionised as the result 


A poem-on the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the New Province. 


“ Sir Bampfylde Fuller's trick.”’ 


The situation in Eastern Benyal. 
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of this illegal Government, -whether that of the Governors or that of the 
governed, But considering the new zeal which is ap ae oy the Bengalis, 
many are of opinion that Bengal will prosper. And similarly looking at the 
tendency of the officials towards oppression, many fear misfortunes to the 
State. | | side 
35. The Duccsa Prakas [Dacca] of the 7th January says that many Hindu  o,cca paakas), 
_. nd Musalman. shrines of great sanctity and anti- Jan. 7th, 1906. 
A case of proposed land acquis: quity fall within the area measuring about one 
mtg een thousand bighas of land which Government proposes 
io acquire for public purposes in the western part of Dacca town. And it is 
rumoured that Government has rejected the combined prayer of the local 
Hindus and Musalmans that it should not proceed to take up this land. If this: 
rumour be true, there will be kindled a fire of discontent in the country, the 
consequence of which is sure to be serious, because the Indians, however weak 
in other matters, are very strong and sensitive in matters affecting their 
religion. It is, therefore, hoped that the Government of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam, however highhanded it may show itself in other directions, will not act 
go imprudently as to strike at the religious susceptibilities of the people of the 
country. The attention of the Lieutenant-Governor of the new Province is 
drawn to the matter. | ee | 
36. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 9th January writes that the pany Hravanr, 
clerks of the office of the Accountant-General, Jan. oth, 1906. 
Bengal, were virtually denied the half-holiday to 
which they were entitled under Government orders, on the afternoon or which: 
the foundation-stone of the Victoria Memorial Hall was laid, as Mr, Branson, 
the Accountant-General, said that though he would close the office, tlere were 
to be no arrears of work. ee O 
37. The Daily Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 10th January has a communica- p,ny giravany, 
a. 5 BR feline ted article headed ‘‘Sir B.fuller”, from which the Jan, 10¢b, 1906. 
Ce ae following are selections :— } 
When we consider the behaviour of Sir B. Fuller, the new ruler of Eastern 
Bengal, we are not disposed to regard him with greater reverence than what 
is due to a zubburdust darcga. When we read that in order to receive the son 
and daughter-in-law cf our Sovereign, Sir B. Fuller was present at Government 
House, along with many eminent and well-mannered Europeans, we felt that 
the lustre of the Keception Committee was dimmed because of its contact with 
His Honour. There is no chance of peace and prosperity cither for the rulers 
or the ruled with a man placed in the post of Governor for whom the ordinary 
public have such irreverent feelings. 
Sir B. Fuller has impaired his dignity the more by himself publicly 
declaring his anger at not having been received. at Dacca as well as he had 
expected, in consequence of his boorish behaviour towards certain men of 
eminence at Barisal. He did not provide seats for the eminent gentlemen who 
were summoned to his presence on the occasion of his second visit to Barisal. 
Has any Lieutenant-Governor or Governor-General up to the present ever 
betrayed such incivility? If Sir B. Fuller had not been. a Lieutenant- 
Governor then we might have disregarded his unmannerly conduct, but as it 
is, we have to take his conduct as the conduct of the sovereign, Behaviour such 
as his suggests to us the propriety of those who are to be our Lieutenant- 
Governors being also members of eminent families. A Lieutenant-Governor 
shouid not be appointed simply in consideration of seniority of service. — | 
If the Lieutenant-Governor, the District Magistrate, the District Superin- 
tendent of Police, tne Daroga and the Constable be all of the same mind 
where would then be the difficulty of governing the country? If, no matter 
what the oppression is, there is no hope of the subjects being given opportuni- 
ties of a hearing, or of getting justice, then they must quietly submit to 
thrusts of the datht (stick), even though they might be weeping all- the while. 
A policy like this will surely in the course of a short time fill the hearts of the 
subjects with loyalty. Three months ago the inhabitants of Banaripara used 
to say, ‘‘ Under Engiish rule, under the protection of the law, we are living as 
happily as under the traditionally happy regime of Ram,” To-day, under the 
oppressions of the punitive police, the same villagers declare that the country 
has passed into a state of complete lawlessness. The loyalty of the public is 
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hundred times more by Sir B. Fuller’s.improper and oppressive 
pass tog Aon it onnia be by. the speeches of. a thousand seditions s 
speaking for tea years. In the interests of the peace of the citizens and:of 
the welfare of the State, it seems absolutely necessary to remove this worthy: 


from the new Province. 


V.—Prosprcts OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PvoPLe. 


38,. A Musalman correspondent: of the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 4th 
January draws attention to the prevalence of 
distress in certain thanas of the Bogra district. 
Cholera has numbered 1,500 or: 1,600 victims in the thana of Dhunot and 700 
or 800 in the thanas of Sariakandi, Bogra and Sibgan). Further, owing to 
long continued floods; there has been an extensive failure of the paddy crop in 
these four thanas, Signs of famine are in consequence already begi ming 
appear. Coarse rice is selling ‘at the rate of 13 seers (kancht measure). e 
jute crop also has not been quite a success.. Cattle-plague has completely 
exterminated the cattle in certain places. 
39. The Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 6th January’ dwells on the 
a, increasing scarcity of food in Backerganj and on 
Heported scarcity in Backer- the immediate need of opening relief’ works there, 
nies | and refers for illustration to the vase. of a man 
named Emaraddi, of Barisal town, who, unable to provide food for his childre 
for three days in succession, killed them on the 31st December last. 


Tistress in Bogra. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


40. A correspondent:of the Al Punch [Bankipur] of the 28th December 


i meal says that a Masalman student in Bihar in the 

— course of his conversation with his Bengali class- 
friend on the swadeshi remarked that it would.be very. ungrateftl on the past 
of Indians to show any disloyalty to the British Government,. whose presence 
has been the cause of such a rapid spread of education among them. The 
Bengalis are getting the benefit of that education more.than any other races. 
It is the English education which has placed the Bengalis in the forefront in the 
intellectual race. The Government. has the power.to divide Bengal into any 
number of parts, and no one can oppose such division. Now that.the partition 
of Bengal has been an accomplished fact, any more swadeshi agitation 
simply means harassing the Government. The movement has:already ruined 


the native dealers in European goods. . No one asks the Bengalee or the Amrita 


Bazar Patrika, who are at the root of this agitation, why they themselves 
purchase English telegrams and publish English advertisements in their paper 
when they are exhorting others to refrain from having anything English.. 
41. The Faridpur Hitatshini Y daog ge oe 30th December writes: that 
ees ._.. asuropeans for ages bave been employed:in making 
ee ee eels enh ol different rac ge earth, and 
| impoverishing them. These Europeans may. be 
called civilised by the world, but in the eyes of God they are nothing better 
than blood-suckers, who will come up for judgment on the great: Judgment 
Day spoken of in their own sacred Book, the Bible. 
42. Referring to Mr, Gokhale’s Presidential address at the last sitti 


: of the. Sent sitting oF 
Mr. Gokhale and the Swadeshé the National Congress, the Sri Sri Vishnu Priyaro- 


mavemenh. Ananda Bazar Patrikaf Calcutta] of the 4th Jeunery 


says that the object of the swadeski movement: is 
not to boycott English goods alone, as Mr. Gokhale thinks, but to give up the 
use of all foreign articles. And this is the view which has been endorsed by 
almost all public meetings held in Bengal to consider the matter.. There can 
be no hope of a revival of weaving and other industries in India, unless the 
mens cease using foreign articles and try to check their uninterupted: flow 
into 


1 ests But in order to succeed in this, the Indians ean _ sink:all 
the nal quarrels, grudges and differences, and devote their united energy to 


( ‘Bd ) 


43. Tue Daily Hitavads | ta of the 8th January says that co long 
= _ gas Indians did not stand as competitors against 
wine the Indiane Englishmen in the field of commerce, and the latter 
a ‘were allowed to drain away the resources of the 
country to their ‘hearts’ content, no quarrel arose between them and their 
Indian pupils. But the moment a commercial rivalry arose to disturb this 
ignoble state of things, Indian students were accused of breaking the peace, 
Indian gentlemen were made es constables and Gurkhas were let loose on 
poor innocent Indians. The English are the rulers of the Indians, but have 
been unable to be their preceptors. The moment the Indian struck a blow 
at the Englishman’s interests the latter, who had been so long posing as the 
former’s disinterested preceptor, said, “I am your preceptor, take my advice, 
give up the swadeshi movement and take shelter again at the feet of foreign 
m erchants.’’ | oF; 

44, Wrrrinac in the same paper Shaikh Abdul Hossain,. who calls 
himself a Sub-Inspector of Police, says that it 
was by promising him promotion from Rs, 50 
to Rs. 60 per month that his saheb superiors en- 
listed his service against the swadeshi movement with the result that 
handreds of respectable men, pleaders, mukhtars, students, &c., suffered 
oppression and indignities at his hands. Such generally is the case with 
-¢hose Musalman Police officers who have stood against the swadesht cause. 
Tho writer,, however, has been won over to the Swadeshi cause by the earnest- 
ness.of his friends and nearest and dearest relations. He now asks his 
Musalman brethern, “ Are you really happy under British rule?” Formerly, 
Hindus and Musalmans both enjoyed political independence. Then, when a 
quarrel arose between them, Clive came in and deprived both of them of their 
independence. And this loss of independence proved a great barrier to the 
— of the country. Now that the swadeskt movement has been in- 
augurated for the purpose of promoting the prosperity of the land, Sir Bampfylde 
Fuller has set the Police against it for its destruction, The correspondent exhorts 
his co-religionists to give up all hope of serving in the Police Department. 


A Musalman Police officer 
on the Swadeshi movement. 


What oppressions did not the English commit on Musalmans on the occasion of 


the Tallah riot! The English have commemorated the Black Hole as a lasting 
shame to Musalman name. They do not give Musalmans proper education 
because they fear their natural bravery and i? ve of independence. Why then 
support the pork-eaters? Hindus and Musalmans have always lived in India in 
peace and amity. Nothird party should, therefore, be allowed to foment a 
quarre! between them. | : 
45. The Daily Hitavad eee : the 9th f- anuary dwells on the 
necessity of enforcing social perecution, or boy- 
PO Dan ay oe cotting ya the strictest original sense of the work ’ 
} in order to bring to reason certain. shopkeepers of 
Dacca and mereyengen e, who were one? 
» but who have since broken their promises in this respect, 


cause. What is now wanted isnot a boycott of British goods, but a boycott 
of those native enemies to their country ‘vad their society, who use British 


46, Referring to Sir Roper Lethbridge’s artiole on “ Swadesbi” in 


' 2 the Wednesday of Madras, the same 
Pre TP aay a + paper says that it was all very well for Sir Roper 
: __ Lethbridge to say that he would have con- 
sidered himself a citizen of the Empire if, instead of being born in 
Devonshire, he had been a native of Madras. But the question is whether 
he would have done so and looked upon the colonies as his smadesh, if 
— with being born in Madras he had got a dark skin and had been 
disallowed by virtue of his colour entrance into the colonies and permission to 
take up his residence in their respectable quarters, had not been allowed to 
walk on the foot-paths, travel in the first-class tram cars or in carriages in the 
— @olonies and been called a cooly and looked down upon by the colonists? 
Ring a native of Madras, would he have felt pride in being a citizen of the 
vast Sritish Empire, when he saw the contrast between the wealth of England. 
‘and the poverty of India and saw, at the same time, that notwithstanding India’s 
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for suspicion, if he is even addressed as ‘‘ Babu” by an Englishman. And the 
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he had to pay a duty on home-made cloths in order to enable the . 
Englis Gameal to fe ie ibe ally, compete with Indian manufacturers ; that to 
meet the cost of England’s luxurious living, the starving Indian tax-payer 
had to pay to ealand every year a sum of fifty or sixty crores of rupees in 
the shape of home charges ; that while the people of England were removing 
their own poverty at India’s expense, they were unwilling to listen to her 
complaints ; that while England listened to every unjust demand of the white 
colonies, and did not utter a word of protest when. Canada, with a view to 
protecting her own cloth-industry, im osed a duty of 16 to 20 per cent: on 
imported English manufactures, she reduced the Indian tariff duty of 5 per 
cent. on imported English manufactures to 33 per cent. and at the same time 
imposed a duty of 33 per vent. on Indian cotton manufactures ? op es 

When troops are wanted to keep British supremacy intact in Somaliland, 
in Egypt, in the Transvaal, in Kabul, in Further India, in Chiua or in the Pacific 
Ocean, India must sacrifice life and money to meet the want. When bridges 
have tobe constructed over the Nile or railways in Uganda, India must 
accommodate England with men and money. When jungle has to he 
cleared and new towns erected in far off South Africa, it is the Indian labourer 
who must go and convert his blood into water, The Indian must himself 
starve in order to feed the middle-class youth of England and supply heaps of 
money to maintain worthies like Sir Roper Lethbridge. But when a measure 
is sought to be introduced for the good of the black subjects, when a question is 
raised for separation of the judicial and executive functions or for the 
greater employment of educated natives in higher Government posts, when the 
Indians ask for arms to protect themselves against wild beasts, when a 
question is raised not for conferring the privilege of Self-Government, but oul 
for an enlargement of the Legislative Couneils, when any of these questions 1s 
raised the authorities of the vast British Emnire frown on the unfortunate 
Indians and ask them to desist. ‘The Indian is doomed only to bear the burden 
of the British Empire, but is not it seems, entitled to share in the rights and 
privileges of the British subject. And yet he must feel a pride in being a 
citizen of the British Empire! Is not this something very ool for him ?«, i» 

Sir Roper Lethbridge argues that India will be benefited if she forbears 
taking the manufactures of every other country, except England. And the 
refusal to take English manufactures will not only not benefit the mas of the 
Indian population in any way, but will betoken India’s want of loyalty to 
and friendship for England. But Sir Roper does not say what sort ofa 
friendship India has got with England. Men in equal positions can be friends. 
But the Indians and the English are not equal. ‘Their rights and privileges 
are not the same, nor are they looked upon by the Sovereign as‘being in an 


equal position. The English are the rulers and the Indians are their subjects, 


the English love to assert their power and the Indians are bound to serve, the 
English suck India’s money and the Indians even, if starving, must gratify 


Under the circumstances, the Indian sees ‘cause 


talk of friendship in Sir Roper Lethbridge’s mouth has filled the Indians with 
positive alarm. This profession of lip-friendship cannot induce them :to 
sacrifice their interest. . 

It isa pity that Sir Roper does not see why the Indians are inflicting 
loss on English traders for Lord Curzon’s fault. Does not Sir Roper 
know that it is the traders and the tax-payers of England who are responsible 
for the good government of India, and that, though so responsible, they 
neglect Indian affairs? It is to attract their attention to the government of 


of India that the boycott has been undertaken, and it will not be given up 
until success is attained. 


47. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Anandu Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 

4th January writes as follows under the heading 
‘‘ Speaking of untruth in addresses: ”— : 
7 _ , The Hindus are ever a loyal people. Rebel- 
lion against the Sovereign is a purely European idea which has no place in 
the Hindu code of morality. In Europe the relation between the Sovereign and 
his subjects is not intimate. Hence rebellion of the subjects is a daily 
occurrence on that continent. The Indian people, however, cousider it sinful 


Tne Bombay and Calcutta 
addresses to the Prince of Wales. 
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rise up against their Sovereign. Nay, the religious codes of the Indians 
pis Hivinity itself to. the Sovereign. To have a sight of royalty is also 
considered an act of.religious merit by the Hindu Sastras. We have all been 
enthusiastic in according a fitting reception to the Prince of Wales, for who 
is there who does not wish to show proper respect, courtesy and loyalty to the 
heir apparent to the throne ? But Government has been throwing o tacles even 
in the way of the residents of Calcutta getting @ view of the Prince with safety. 
All the festivities in honour of the Prince are being held in the European quarter 
of the town, with which the native residents are not much in touch, The cost 
of these festivities are being paid by these humble natives ; but it is the Prince’s 
own countrymen who are enjoying the pleasure of participating in them. We 
have no objection to this, particularly as the people of Bengal are unable just 
now to join in any festivities and have only wiped their tears in order to 
discharge the duty of receiving the Prince, though with a lacerated heart. 
Neglect of duty in consequence of grief or sorrow is not what a morally superior 
people should permit themselves to be guilty of. It speaks volumes for the 
strength of our character that certain worthless and irresponsible officials have, 
in spite of various efforts, failed to shake our loyalty, —_ 
The conduct of a certain official has astonished and astounded us. His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales has come, and it is desirable for him to 
know our real feelings, and to some extent the real condition of the country. 
It is essential for him to know the real condition of the people over whom he 
will, at some future time, be called upcn to rule as Sovereign. But the officials 
and the hypocritical sycophants appear to have made up their minds not to 
let His Royal Highness know it. We are extremely happy at the Prince’s 
visit, and it is our duty to give him a fitting reception according to our 
circumstances. ‘Tne addresses, however, which have been presented to His 
Royal Highness contain a number of falsehoods. Everywhere the tune is the 
same—‘' We are the happiest people on the face of the earth; our happiness is 
unequalled by that of any other people,” as if we did not suffer from illness 
and sorrow, a8 if we had no wants and grievances, as if we did not suffer from 
miscarriage of justice. The Bombay and Culcutta addresses state that the 
country is getting richer, that the tide of prosperity is sweeping over it, that 
@ feeling of equality reigns ull over the land, and that the country enjoys its 
full share of happiness and prosperity. Is all this true? People who drew up 
the addresses knew full well that poverty was grinding the whole country and 
was incessantly causing famines there, that distinction was being constantly 
made between peoples of different colours in the administration of justice and 


in the filling up of Government posts, and that distinctions were being made | 


even between Hindus and Musalmans, and that the majority of the population 
did not get two full meals a day. Yet Lord Curzon’s countrymen, as they are, 
they dishonoured truth and drew up these addresses. Did not the writers’ 
hands tremble when they drew up the addresses containing these falsehoods? 
‘And did not the men who read the addresses find their voices choked when 
uttering these falsehoods? If not, then it must be understood that truth has 
almost disappeared from amongst mankind But the Prince is an intelligent, 
educated and impartial man. And it will be idle to suppose that he is 
completely ignorant of the condition of the country. It will be folly to suppose 
that His Royal Highness, our future Emperor, does not know that India had at 
‘atime of famine to accept pecuniary help from America and Japan, and that 
eighty or ninety per cent. of the people of India are poor—a fact well known 
even to the mass of the English people. Why then do the sycophants reveal 
their real character by telling uutruths in such addresses ? 
48. ‘T’he Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 5th January blames the people of 
The Royal visit. Bengal for having taken such interest in the festi- 
2) Bae _ vities which were held in Calcutta during the Royal 
visit, in spite of the oppressions and indignities which they have suffered and 
‘are still suffering at the hands of feringis in connection with the swadeshi 
‘movement. ‘I'he writer also complains that the police ill-treated the people who 
flocked to witness the amusements. ) ae 
49. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 6th January says :— 


The Prince has come and stayed in Caleutta 
for some days, but neither His Royal Highness nor 


; ae the natives of the country have had any opportunity 
of knowing each other. When His Royal Highness’s father came to Calcutta, 
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‘no was arranged between him and a number of native gentlemen in 
Belgachie but no i ement has been made on the present. occasion a 
that His Royal Highness will not acquire even that sm all amount of knowledge 
regarding Bengal and its people which his ag father derived from an ‘hour's 
-nterview With a few leading Bengalis. The Prince’s tour programme has been 
evidently arranged on the principle of avoiding the viti ated atmosphere of native 
habitations. The pious desire on the part of most Hindus to see the Prince 
remains unfulfilled, while those people who went to see him on the maidan or some 
such place in the southern quarter of the town received great ill-tréatinent at the 


hands of policemen. His Royal Highness’s speech at Agra shows that he loves 


the Indians. It is, therefore, a matter of great regret that he has not found 
an opportunity of knowing their griefs and grievances. What has he seen ‘in 


Calcutta? He has seen the Calcutta Municipality presenting His Royal consort 


with a valuable ornament; he has seen bejewelled and gorgeously dressed 
human Plutuses moving on earth; he has seen the grandeur of the Imperial 
Cadet Corps, the beauty of the Government House and the stately appearance 
of white men’s mansions; he has seen a grand illumination and a gorgeous 
display of fireworks. But has he seen the humble cottage of the poor, or the 
skeleton appearance of the hungry and famished? He has heard words of 
adulation spoken to him in addresses, but has he heard the touching tale of the 
manifold misery of even a single poor soul? His Royal consort has seen’ 
few rich ladies decked with gold and jewels, but has she seen even a single 
woman who has neither food nor clothing ? India contains crores of half-starved 
men and women, but have their Royal Highnesses seen even one of them? 
But how will they see all this? Who will show the sight of misery to them? 
50. Commenting upon the Royal visit to Calcutta, the Hindi Bangavast 
reer [Calcutta| of the 8th January gives a history of 
ee PM visit and ‘he poorer Royal processions in former times, showing how on 
| such occasions gold and silver were profusely 
distributed to the poor, and regrets that the poor of Calcutta were not fed or 
paid anything during the visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. 
‘The custom of distributing moncy to the poor not only prevailed in the times 
of even the titular Moghal Princes, but obtains in certain Native States even 
up to this day. The poor of Calcutta therefore naturally expected that they 
would not be forgotten on the present occasion. | 
51. In connection with His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales’ 


a visit to Calcutta the same paper writes:—There 
Sage SH A CoRR, are Hindu, Mahomedan, Sikh, Parsee Christian, and 
Jain inhabitants in Calcutta, but how many leaders of these communities were 


able to meet His Royal Highness and lay their grievances before him? The 
granting of an audience was out of the question, as the authorities had so 
arranged things that His Royal Highness did not even pass through those 
+ me which are occupied by the men of the above nationalities. Al 

the people of Bengal were grieved at the partition they did not fail te express 
their joy at the royal visit, but since the IJindus were not even allowed to 


approach His Royal Highness, giving expression to their sentiment was quite 


out of the question. 
52. The Sandhya {Calcutta} of the 9th January writes :— 


ae The Prince has come and the Prince has 
Liahiies sis and we remain where we were before. “Phere 
were fireworks, illuminations, bands and parades, but for ourselves it ‘all 
amounted to an experience of the thrust of the policeman’s baton. There were 
no gifts or feeding of the | pose ; it all ended in exhibitions of authority by the 
police and by the subordinate European officials. It is of course a matter of 
rejoicing that the Prince returns safe to England, that his brief sojourn in 


India has been without any mishap; but such puppet exhibitions of royalty 
do not arouse our enthusiasm. With Europeans, royal personages are like 
dolls—moved by springs, worked by machine. In European countries, royalty 
is @ thing invested with great semblance of power, but in reality without any 
authority to personally guide the administration of the country, When royal 
person have to sit like dummy-figures at home, what can they be 
expected t do abroad in India? In this country the feringht hakims and the 

ced parawailas are persons possessing greater authority than royalty. 


( 33 ) 


cannot even conceive that there is any king with higher authority than 
Marah Who is not king over us? Any man whose skin is a little fair, who 
wears European costume and who speaks a foreign tongue is king over us. 
It was not for nothing that the Bengali poet once wrote that we worship as 
Emperors all Europeans—be they sailors or missionaries. Mr, Cattel, of Madari- 
pur, the jute merchant of Serajgung, Sir mon gf Fuller, Sir Andrew F'raser, 
all are kings over us: so are Messrs. Lyon and Carlyle, We in fact constitute 
a sort of unclaimed property, over whom everybody claims and exercises 
authority. In Noakhali we see Abdul Karim our king, in Madaripur we see the 
Inspector of Schools and the Director of Public Instruction our kings, for they 
are issuing all sorts of mandates at will over theschool students and teachers 
in these laces So also Mr. Jack for a time exercised royal sway at Barisal. 
And as for Sir Bampfylde Fuller, of Eastern Bengal, he isa sort of king of 
kings, Has he anybody over him? At the railway stations, anybody with 
a fair skin is a king over us. He is privileged to talk big, to call anybody he 
comes across a damned soor (pig), because he kaows how to use his stick. 
Those who went to see tho Prince say that their sinful eyes were not permitted 
to see who the Prince was and who the Viceroy. It seemed as if those 


red-faced police sergeants and those parawallas with red turbans on who | 


were chasing the Bengalis like so many cats and dogs were really the royal 

ersonages. Of course we are told that King Edward, the son of Queen 

ictoria, is our ruler; but in practice we see that from the low caste half-breed 
of the slums of Calcutta to the Aakime in the mufassal, all are our rulers. The 
King’s servants, the King’s own countrymen are the living rulers with whom 
we actually come in contact. That is why on the occasion of the visit of the 
King’s heir, all the rejoicings and feastings were monopolised by the Euro- 
peans, while the native of the soil only performed certain menial offices and 
suffered a considerable amount of police harassment. 


58. The Daily Mitsvadi [Calcutta] of the 9th January writes:— 
en We cannot say what the Prince has learnt 
=e from his week’s sojourn in Calcutta. Judging 
from the manner in which he saw us and we saw him, we can confidently 
assert that His Royal Highness has not been able to form any correct idea of 
the people of India. From the way in which he saw the people of India, 
he might as well be in England itself as in India. European officials surrounded 
his person to such an extent that, turn his eyes in whichever direction he might, 
he could see them and them alone. His eyes could not, so to speak, penetrate 
tirangh the bodies of these European officials and fall on the bodies of the 
dark-skinned natives. The feeble voice of the Indians was lost in the hubbub 
of receptions and addresses. The officials did their best to hide from the 
Prince the real condition of the country, and presented to his gaze only 
the scenes of joy and plenty His Royal Highness was not permitted to go 
to those parts of -the country which are now in the grip of famine, but our 
future Emperor should: become aware that India, the fabled land of gems, has 
now been converted into a desert. 


_ At Calcutta the Prince witnessed fireworks, illuminations, and races and 
military parades. His visit to the city ended with these events only. He left 
the city satisfied with the good arrangements made by the local police during 
his stay. But he did not receive any information at all as to the treatment 
which his 30 million subjects were receiving at the hands of his officials. 
Has His Royal Highness been told that thousands of people who came fron: 
the interior to the city to get # sight of his royal person, had to return home 
_ In disappointment after having been mercilessly harassed by the town police ? 


His Royal Highness has, during this visit of his, seen the Kutab, the Taj 
and all the sights of India. To that extent the visit has been useful. But 
he has not seen the people of India yet. His tour hag,therefore been instruc- 


tive only partially. He has seen the kingdom but not; the people, He has 
seen the lights, but not the shadows. : a 


04. In connexion mo a8 . perds party at Belvedere, the Sandhya 
Thin gue alcutta| of the 6th January dwells on the 
ne purda party at Belvedre. characterstic ii co stiffness and formality of 


manner in welcomiug guests whichis evidenced by the procedure adopted at this 
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party of seating each guest on a especially ticketed chair, and on the incon 
uit " heaonttnn to ntien standards, of a personage of the position of Her 
Roy Highness distributing aa, she actually did, only silver medals to herguests. 

55. The Hindi Bangavass [Calcutta], dated 8th January in comment- 


npon the Princess of Wales’ purda pa 
ee ee sn The purda party given in honour of TD. 


Royal Highness the Princess of Wales is an accomplished fact. Excluding 


the maidservants and women companions of the ladies, there were nearly 
25 ladies present, who had to leave their shoes at the entrance to the Durbar 
Hall. It is said that the Hindu and Muhammadan ladies were very highly 
pleased at meeting Her Royal Highness, whose courteous manners were highly 
admired. ; 
56, In connection with the visit of the Tashi Lama the Httvaria 
| pipleatia of the 7th instant writes:—We are at a 
ee oss to see why the power and wealth of the British 
are being displayed before Tashi Lama, when it has been agreed that before 
an understanding is come to with China nothing can be settled about Tibet. 
57. The Tripnra Hitaish [Comilla] of the 9th January draws the attention 
of its readers to the following quotations from the 
sane, puropean sugar fit to be Bengalee newspaper of the 23rd December last :— 
i ast “ Industrial Chemistry says about the refining 
of sugar—‘‘ White or refined sugar is manufactured from the common raw 
brown sugar, to which bullock’s blood is added for clarifying purposes.” 


Uriya Papers. 


58. ‘I'he Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 21st December states that the 
as eee ts Citas temperature is rising steadily. 

59, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 30th December states that the 
, . winter is mild and that the temperature is rising. 

he weather in Cuttack. 


60. The Puri correspondent of the same paper says that the cold has 
. ue a little abated. | 
c weather in Puri. | 
o1, The Lanjigarn corrospondent of the Gurjatbasint [Talcher] of the 
‘Geant tae 30th December says that the cold is growing more 
oan ee — and more severe and that snow is falling on the 


roofs of houses. 

62, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 30th December states that thongh 
: the health of the Cuttack town is good, want 
The health of Cuttack town. = G# water is being felt more and 
more. 

63. The same paper says that blossoms are visible on mango trees in 

Ss ideas ton Catia many places in the Cuttack district. 
64, The Puri correspondent of the same paper states that the mango 
The mango in the Pari district, **08 10 the Puri district have not blossomed. 
65. The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper says that the paddy has 
been harvested in that sub-division of the Cuttack 
district, and that the early completion of this oper- 
ation is due to the poorness of the crop. The price of rice is rising. 

66. The Rautrapur correspondent of the same paper states that paddy 
sells at a dear rate and is not always available for 
consumption. 

67, The Satyabadi correspondent of the @urjatbasiné [Talcher] of the 

The radi,eropin the Puri district. 20th December states that the raéé crop is a total 
failure in that part of the Puri district. 

68. The Baholda commences’ of the Manorama [Baripada ] of the 18th 

ecember says that the export of rice in that part of 

th "e bea ter pas 
of te ban Marana — Mayurbhanj is brisk and should be checked at once, 
as the food-stock in Mayurbhanj is not enough to 


feed its people who are generally very poor, and are not therefore in a position 
to buy rice at a high rate, 


The paddy crop in Jajpur. 


The paddy crop in Rautrapur. 
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69. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 2lst' December states that the 
Py ee failure of the paddy crop in Tabrang and Basudev- 
a ae Coes pur in the Balasore district has brought about dis- 
tress in that part of the district. 
70. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 30th December states that. five men 
: and several buffaloes in village Kural, in Nayagarh 
. tate, were killed bya tiger in the last week, and 
that the terror due to this cause has become so great that cultivators do not 
venture to go out into their fields for reaping paddy. 
71. The Puri correspondent of the same paper states that a fire broke out 
in Daitapara Sahi, in the Puri town, in the last week 
reducing several houses to ashes. 


Tiger scare in Nayagarh. 


A fire in the Puri town. 


72. ‘The same correspondent says that Bengali pilgrims and other pil- 


ims returning from Paus Gaya are visiting the 
uri Temple in large numbers. 
73. The same paper attaches great importance to the visit of the Raja 
of Talcher to the Mayurbhanj State, where he was 
cordially received by the Maharaja of that State, 
as this clever move in the direction of social reform 
will tend to remove the exclusive views and love of isolation which is such 
a prominent characteristic of many Garjat Chiefs. The Manorama (Baripada) 
of the 18th December speaks in the same strain. 
74. The Manorama [ Baripada] of the 18th December does not approve of 
| the action of a Bengali gentleman stationed at 
a Duke and » Bengali gentle: 4 noripasi in Mayurbhanj, who, finding Mr. Duke, 
the Superintendent, in the way, shouted Bande 
Mataram, probably with the intention of annoying him. 
75. The same paper agrees with the remark of Mr. Duke, the Superinten- 
ae dent of Tributary States, Orissa, that in view of the 
PR» Takis dasa: * small number of suits and cases in Mayurbhanj, thero 
is no necessity for increasing the number of Judicial 
officers in that State, and that if the existing Judicial officers are unable to cope 
with the present number of cases it is due to want of method. The writer 
throws light on the latter part of Mr. Duke’s observation by stating that some 
Judical officers, such as Messrs. Haridas Bose, Kampal Misra and AbinasChandra 
Rai leave office after evening, while the majority of the other officers leave 
office at about 4 p.m. A few are however required to work day and night, and 
know no rest. The Maharaja is therefore requested to insist on the even distri- 
bution of work among the officers concerned. 


76. The same paper points out that the Bengali officers in Mayurbhan]) 
make a scrupulous distinction between the Bengal! 

at oe Genes a tke. accused and the Uriya accused, and states in subs- 
urbhanj. tantiation of its observation that while Babu 
Le Mahendra Lal Sarkar, a Bengali gentleman, who 

had criminal charges against him was not put into the dock and was kindly 
treated asa gentleman, Kunja Babu, an Uriya gentleman, who had similar 
charges against him, was put into the dock and was treated in a savage manner. 


77. The same paper aay that the policy of. a distinction is no le : 
in the ascendant in the Education Department o 
tconted dittonainn int + ecw Mayurbhanj, for while a Bengali teacher was grant- 


ed one and-a-half years’ leave on private business, 
an Uriya teacher was refused such leave and was compelled to resign. 


Pilgrims in the Puri town. 


The visit of the Talcher Raja to 
Mayurbhanj. 


78. ‘The same paper points out the necessity of improving the sanitation — 


of Karaunjia, a sub divisional head-quarter of 
nate waa’ “™"8" ~ Mayurbhanj, which is fast rising into importance, 
by introducing necessary conservancy arrange- 


ments and hopes that the attention of the Maharaja will be drawn to the 
same. 


79. All the native papers of Orissa speak in sympathetic terms of the tour 
Loyalty to the throne. _ of their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princeses 


of Wales through India, and wish them a safe and 
happy journey back to their native land. | 
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80. The Sgmvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 21st December and Utkaldipika 
aks Cuttack] of the 30th Decomber mention two acci- 
Pct por cna the Beng*l- dents at the Dhanmandal and Soro stations of the 
— . Bengal-Nagpur Railway, both of which ended fatal- 
ly—a pointsman having been killed by a rushing train at the latter and the son 
of a Jocal zamindar having been found dead near a bridge in the former station. 
81, The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 27th Dacember and the 
_ Samvad Vahika [ Balasore | of the 28th December state 
Several thefts and daccities in that the residents of the Balasore town are terror- 
hac gin soanrsangeae stricken at the commission of eight thefts and daco- 
ities in the houses of several important persons in that town on the same night 
by a gang of robbers, of whom very little trace has been found by the local police. 
Among the victims were two Deputy Magistrates, one pleader, one Sub-Inspector 
of Police and one zamindar, almost every one of whom has lost heavily. 
82. ‘lhe Urtyaland Navasamvad [ Balasore | of the 27th December states that 
i i ie ie ag were a . the deser forty heey 9 ge of 
istribution of prizes to the the Balasore Zilla School in a meeting held in the 
Schools on eee premises of that school and presided over by Mr. 
Egerton, the Collector of that district, who delivered 
an interesting speech in which he explained the principles, embodied in the 
resolutions of the Government of India. on the educational policy of that 
Government. : 
83, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack | of the 30th December states that prizes 
eink ae —_ awarded to the ese students he the Puri 
aren. SS Eames © Zilla School ina meeting held on 21st ultimo under 
students of the Puri Zilla School. the Presidency of Mr. P. C. Mitra, the Collector of 
that district, and graced by the presence of many respectable gentlemen of the 
station. The meeting was a complete success especially through the exertions 
of Babu Makhan Lal Ganguli, the present Head Master of the school. The 
annual report showed that the school made good progress in the year unde 
report. 
: 84, The Gurjatbasini ['Talcher] of the 30th December states that the 
_ ‘want of a good road between Baisinga aud Parjang 
Be ia of a good road in Bhuvan through Khalpal in Dhenkanal is very 
much felt by the travelling public and that the 
Dhekanal authorities should do something in the matter. | 
85. The Puri corrspondent of the same paper states that a daring 
A Geil cee Mak theft was committed at Bhingalpur, in district 
Puri, and that the Puri Police have failed to detéet 


and punish the culprits. . : 
86. Referring to the introduction of the new panchayet system in the 


ae Cuttack district through the agency of a few Sub- 
Pag + oc maaaae -o the Deput y Collectors, the same ae 4 observes that 
this difficult work should have been placed in the 
hands of more experienced officers, for the appointment of incompetent men 
to the village panchayetships will do more harm than good. 
87. ‘The same paper objects to the unsympathetic nature of the reply 
PA RE which the Hon’ble Sir Arundel gave to the 
repressive measures in Eastern @Uestions of the Hon’ble Rai Sri Ram Bahadur at a 
Bengal and Assam. recent meeting of the Supreme Council regarding 
certain allegations contained in certain issues of the 
Bengalee in connection with the repressive measures adopted by the Government 
of Eastern Bengal and Assam. 
88. The same paper regrets to find that the state of the Uriyas in 


The state of Uriyasin Ganjam, ©22J8M 18 simply deplorable. On the one hand 

| _ they are neglected by the Government of Madras, 
while on the other their own landlords do very little for them. Placed 
in this predicament they find themselves superseded by the ambitious 
and restless Telegus and Tamils, who influence the machinery of Govern- 
ment and monopolise all the loaves and fishes that ate at its disposal. 
he writer prays that the Government of Lord Ampthill will do something 
for the emancipation of the benighted Uriyas who have been placed under 
tae ca:e of that Gove-nment by some unlucky providential arrangement. 


( 37 ) 


89. The same paper regrets to notice the death of Pandit Ganeawar Das 
of Sundergram, in district Cuttack, who was re- 
nowned for his Sanskrit learning and who by his 
humble and amiable disposition had attracted much 
public attention. It will take much time to make up the loss that the public has 
sustained by his unexpected death. | 
90. The Utkaldipita ‘Cuttack] of the 30th December regrets that the 
i ala dismemberment of Bengal has proved uufortunate 
— redistribution oO in various ways, The Uriyas of Ganjam er>3 
dissatisfied, because Ganjam was not joined to 
Orissa Proper. The Uriyas of Phuljhar, Padmapnr and Kharial are dissatis- 
fied, because they were not incorporated with the Orissa Province. Thus 
the administrative reform introduced by the Government of Lord Carzon, 


has not satisfied any party in full, 
91. The same paper objects to the proposal of the Government of Bengal 
himlbnnton = appoint the District Superintendents of Police 
Superintendents of Police as 8 members of the District Boards in that Province, 
Members of the District Boards ecause such a _ proposal, when adopted, will 
—— strengthen the official mfg in those Boards and. 
will prevent free expression of opinion on the part of the non-official members. 
At any rate such a proposal is never calculated to further the cause of Local 
Self-Government in Bengal, : 
92. Referring to the donation of Rs. 1,500 to the temple of the Sikhs at 
The Prince of Wales’ donation ™zitsar and of an equal sum to the Juma Musjid 
to the temple and musjid of the of the Muhammadans at Delhi by the Pp r ince of 
Sikhs and Muhummadans in Wales, the same paper joins with the Hindu 
Anritear and Delhi, respectively. Da triot of Calcutta in the latter's remark that a 
similar donation to the Hindu temple at Puri would have been a gracious act 
on the part of the Prince. The writer regrets that the Prince was not induced 
to pay a visit to the Hindu temples at Bhuvaneswar and Puri in Orissa. 
93, The same paper states that the interpretation which the Indian 
_. Daily News has put on the expression Bande 
Bona, meaning of the expression Mataram, namely, seize and beat is ridiculous, for the 
Sanskrit expression means Hail Mother! The 
writer observes that it is painful to learn that Englishmen,fthough ruling Bengal 
for 150 years, are yet enable to grasp the meaning of an easy Sanskrit 
. eXpression. 7 
94. Referring tothe distribution of prizes to the students of the Cuttack 
eee , Peary Mohan Academy by the District Judge of 
acho, Prim’ Say in & Cuttack that place, the same paper points out that one of 
the interesting features of the ceremony was the 
award of a prize by the Cuttack Municipality in commemoration of the 
bestowal of the title of c.1.£., on Mr. M. S. Das, who has done so much for 


Municipal Government in Orissa, by the Government of His Majesty the 
King-Emperor. 


The deuth of a learned Pandit 
mourned. 


AssAM PAPERS. 


99. The Paridarsak [Sylhet] of the 3rd January calls upon Government 

bn aie to remove from the public service Kailas Chandra 
lee rane Sub- Nandi, a Sub-Inspector of Police, a man who 

| : recently gave out that his wife had died at 
Benares, while as a matter of fact she had died at Baniachang, in Sylhet, her 
husband’s village. The Brahmans of this village who rendered assistance 
in cremating her corpse have outcasted Kailas on this account. 
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( ‘11 ) 
II—Home ADMINISTRATION. . 


(a)—Police, | | 
25. A correspondent writing to the Bengalee enumerates the dire eonse- 


: ee quences of quartering unitive police at Bonaripara 
Punitive police at Bonaripars. = __, step which was bot impulsive and unjastifiable. 
In the first place, the flourishing mart at ae gia which was the main 
support of the Guba Thakurtas, is practically deserted owing to the violence 
of the police stationed there. The Guha Thakurtas are thus suffering infinite 
loss rok ig hardship, Then, in, a méla which has been held in the village 
every year for the last four ecades, has been prohibited, so that trade has not 
only been still further crippled, but the villagers themselves have been deprived 
of the little enjoyment they have to look forward to. In short, the police are a 


terror to the people, who feel that they have no one to turn to in their distress. 


26. The situation at Bonaripara, as represented by the Barisal Hitaishé, 
leads the Amrita Basar Patrika to wonder whether 
ove | the people are under British rule or not. Their 
ancient village was up toa short time ago a flourishing mart, but it has been 
rendered almost desolate by the punitive police, who are apparently licensed to 
do whatever they fancy. The literally commandeer articles from shops, and 
the complaints made to the District Magistrate on this score have ps 
unnoticed. Moreover, many constables, it is alleged, visit [private houses 
in search of eatables and fuel, and when remonstrated with, assert that they 
have come to see whether anybody is singing Band: Mataram. 
297. The Indian Mirror writes that, despite responsible assurances to the 
effect that there would be no more interference 
Stoppage of a public meeting at with the right of citizens to hold public meetings, 
Dany. news has been received that a public meeting at 
Dinajpur was forcibly dispersed by the police. This meeting, like the Rajshabi 
one, was being held on private ground, and the object was to renew the 
Swadeshi vow and accord a loyal welcome to the Prince and Princess of Wales. 
The latter object, however, did not serve to keep the police away, who arrived 


on the scene and dispersed the assembly, notwithstanding their protests and | 


objections. This is really carrying things too far, and steps should be taken to 
bring the present state of affairs to the notice of the Secretary of State. 
28. he Bengalee hopes that the people of Serajganj will institute civil 
roceedings against the police, claiming damages 
Suppression of a public meeting : 
oe one of the objects of which was to have passed a 


resolution offering a respectful and cordial welcome to Their Royal Highnesses 
the Prince and Princess of Wales. Another of the objects of the meeting was 
the renewal of the Swadeshi vow, and this is why the police dispersed the 
assembly just as the proceedings were about to begin. Even in Russia such 
an unconstitutional act would not have been possible, ‘but there is nothin 
that the Assam Government is not capable of doing.’ The wisest course woul 
be to seek redress in the Civil Courts. ties 


(b)—Working 6f the Courts. PRS 


29, The High Court, writes the Amrita Basar Pairika, has rejected the 


, application of the Madaripur students for the 
She Motarigat cindenty''ees: . - seston Gf this chee instituted “é gainst them 


Mr. Cattel from the file of Mr. Briseoe, the Subdivisional Officer. The: 


decision has filled both the accused and their guardians with consternation, 
but it has also placed Mr. Briscoe in a very awkward position. He is aware 
that the students whom he is about to try have no confidence in bim, and 
surely a judicial officer with even a grain of self-respect would not, in these 
circumstances, deal with the case. The majesty of official prestige has been 
fully vindicated by the decision of the Hi gh Court, and Mr. Briscoe should 


show that he has no feeling in the matter by declining to try the case. This 
Would enhance his judicial reputation with the public. dike: 


30. The Indian Mirror writes that ° the utter ferocity of the sentence’ 


The Bhola salt-case, passed on the two accused in the Bhola salt case 


has struck the local peopledumb,’ As the accused, . 


or the unlawful suppression of a public meeting, 
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ho are pleaders, have appealed tothe District Judge and been released on 
bail, it wail be premature to consider the merits of the Case; but the Mirror 
cannot refrain from remarking that since both the parties concerned were 
willing to settle the matter out of Court, it was unnecessary for the police to 
have pressed the charge. The whole country, however, eagerly looks forward 
to the result of the appeal. weal ssi clina eal 
31. The Amrita Bazar Patrika comments on the unjudicial attitude of 
Mr. Justice Brett in connection with a motion in 
one which Vakil Hemendra ath Sen contended that the 
trying Magistrate was in error in convicting the prisoner on the uncorroborated 
statement of an accomplice. His Lordship, however, held that this was evidence, 
but the vakil argued that it was not, and stated that acceptance of the bare 
testimony ofan accomplice had been repeatedly declared by the High Court 
to be illegal. Moreover, in the present case the complainant, his father, and 
the Police Sub-Inspector ho lessly contradicted the accomplice. On this, the 
learned Judge abandoned the question of evidence and declined to interfere on 
the ground that ‘the Magistrate believed that there wascorroboration.’ Because 
a Magistrate ‘ believes’ that the sun does not rise in the east, musta Judge of the 
High Court blindly acquiesce in the belief? The law is that a Judge should 
base his ‘decision on the evidence before him, and not on the views of the 
subordinate Court, but in this case Mr. Justice Brett followed a different rale, 
Who will, after this, deny his claims to being honoured by the Government ? 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


32. The Weekly Chronicle draws the attention of Government to the grave 
we situation prevailing in Sylhet owing to the serious 

Conran oF Qe outbreak of cholera which the local authorities are 
viewing with studied apathy. ‘'he Local Board are taking no steps to afford 
relief to the sufferers, with the result that the death-roll continues extremely 
high. The journal considers that the sanitary condition of the villages that have — 
been attacked should be inquired into immediately and remedial measures 
introduced. It is said that the mortality has been highest in those villages 
where the drinking water is bad. For this the local municipal bodies are 
directly responsible. Further, in almost all the villages there are neglected and 
insanitary tanks which are in use. Their re-excavation is imperative and 
oe - task is a gigantic one, a beginning should be made in the interest 
of the people. : 

33. he Indian Mirror draws the immediate attention of the District 
Engineer concerned to the fact that every evening 
live as well as dead rats are burned in Hari 
Lane, to the great inconvenience and discomfort of the public, This is an 
im aide ot section of the city, and the unhealthy practice should at once be, 
stopped. 

3 4, A correspondent writing to the Indian Mirror, very much regrets that 
a a the question of Dr, Nield Cook’s continuance in 
’ en office has degenerated into a personal one. 
Dr. Cook has held the post for the long period of eight years, and has gaya, 87 
gained a considerable knowlege of the town at its residents. A new Healt 
Officer, on the other hand, would take years to gain the necessary experience 
for the efficient discharge of the responsible duties connected with the appoint- 
ment. If the Commissioners have forgotten the interests of the citizens of Cal- 
cutta in their animus against Dr, Cook, then it is desirable that the Government 
of Bengal should interfere in the matter and, if necessary, place the department 
under its direct control. : 
35. The Amrita Basar Patrika regrets that Mr. H. T. S. Forrest, of 
ew i es Andul fame, has again brought himself to the 
Maalsiense of Howiah. "04 unfavourable notice of the public, this time as a 


af 
' 


canvasser fora motor car, As Chairman of the 
Howrah Municipality, Mr. Forrest has issued a circular requesting the Commis- 
sioners to sanction the sum of Rs, 2,750, or thereabouts, for the purchase of a 
motor car for his own use. Mr. Forrest’s simplicity and straightforward- 

ness are quite charming. He argues that he is willing to serve as Chairman, 


but surely he is not going to buy another horse, with his own money, in ‘order 


Haripara Lane nuisance. 


4 Ree 


| ( 8 ) 
to exercise an efficient control over muni 


‘affairs! This is indeed ‘a nice 


ition from his point of view, tert cco ome cl ers agree to. it? 
rho Patri offers an easy solution ‘of the difficulty, namely, that Mr. Forrest 
should resign his Chairmanship, Lee. he 
(4)}—General, ea 
Behar News notices a slight improvement in Sir Bampfylde Bimus News. 
- shpat: ! sm Fuller's ce and stiributes the change Pe Srd Jan. 1906. 
Sir Bampfylde Fuller. 


interview he had with the Vicerry. ‘The Hindus, 
however, have not yet forgotten the ill-treatment to which they have been 
subjected and are consequently conspicuous by their absence wherever the 
Lieutenant-Governor happens to be touring. As long as Sir Bampfylde adheres 
to his present views regarding Swadeshi and does not make the amende honorable 
to a race he has so grossly dishonoured, there can be nothing like friendly 
relations established between him and the Hindus, 


87. The Weekly Chronicle writes that if the enormity of an offence is Wasrtx Canomcs, 


= determined by the punishment meted out, then 4 Jen 1906. 
Dissmissal of sixty-three clerks ¢ho offence of the si 


sixty-three clerks employed in the 
weber! as irra Barisal Settlement Office must be heinous in the last 
degree, for they have not only been dismissed, but debarred from re-employ- 
mentunder Government, But was their offence so heinous? The fact that they 
absented themselves in a body on the memorable 16th of October, furnishes the 
key to the situation. Clearly, things were made too hot for them for participat- 
ing in a political demonstration and they went on strike. It further appears 
that all the strikers have not been dismissed, but those only who were connected 
with the Swadesh. But out of evil good has come, for now there will be at 
least sixty-three families who will do their best to promote the movement. 


88. ‘The lord of the new province’ has, writes the Bengake, signalised Baweatss, 
his elevation toa Knighthood by passing a sentence _— 4th Jan. 1966. 

Tue. of utter ruin on no less than sixty-threeclerks. It ig 

quite possible that these unfortunate men have been guilty of some serious offence 
and have got no more than their deserts, but is it not wry cay Sasa the public 
should have been left totally in the dark as to why they have been dismissed ? 
_ The severity of the sentence and the profound secrecy of the proceedings 

are perhaps rivalled only by Star Chamber methods. Were the clerks given a 

chance of meeting the hae brought against them—a right not denied to the 
criminal ; and could nothing short of dismissal and attendant ruin have satisfied 
the ends of justice? if so, Sir Bampfylde Fuller will have to pay the penalty 


of his action before a higher tribunal, for he has brought desolation to sixty- 
three homes, 


39. From a perusal of its Barisal eorrespondent’s letter, the Bengales Buvestas, 
Or ae finds that the sixty-three dismissed clerks of the 10> Jan. 1s6. 


Settlement Office, Backergunge, had very substantial 
grievances. Had Mr. Streatfeild and not Mr, Jack been the Settlement Officer, 
nostrike would have occurred and not a single clerk would have been dismissed. 


The latter complained of their grievances, but Mr. Jack would give them no 
redress. They accordingly struck work, but the tact and sympathetic attitude 
of Mr. Streatfeild pacified them. It is possible that Mr. Jack may be proud 


of his achievement, but Government should not again place him 4 an 
hike a responsible position. 


40. The Amrite Bazar Patrika writes that, although the Pioneer is making i qf 
oa strenuous endeavours to justify the action of Sir 4.1 tg is) 
Bampfylde Fuller, it doubts whether its comtem- ‘ 
porary knows the whole truth. It was only the kindness of Mr: Streatfeild, the 
trict Magistrate, that made the clerks resume work. Qn resumption they ) 
found that Mr. Jack was as difficult as-ever toget on with. He constantly 
reminded them that since ‘the Bengalis have no rice to eat, they must eerve 
others.’ The men preferred to ‘starvation than endure this sort of ° 
treatment. As for the observation of Mr. Jack that the ‘ Bengalis have no rice 


to eat,’ it is true; but their poverty is directly attributable to British rule. 
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The -Benaalce publishes a telegram from its Madaripur correspondent; 
eee sett iy tome which ie appents that the Inspector of Police 
Extraordinary proceedings at domands the resignation of the Head-Master of the 
ee. °° Madaripur School in. view of the latter’s refusal: to 
sever his connection with an association designated ‘“‘The Teachers’ and. 
Students’ Union.” In the event of his refusing to resign, the Inspector is 
reported to have said that the school will‘not only be dise filiated, but the 
students will be debarred from Government service. The Director of Public 


gm 


Instruction, on the other hand; has demanded’ the dismissal of the members of 


the standing committee of the Union. Is the new province going to be ruled 
by Police Inspectors and educational officers, and is it for an Inspector of Police 
to threaten to debar students from Government service? Does Sir pt to 
Fuller wish to close the educational institutions of the new province? This 
unholy alliance between the Educational Department and the Police is most 
significant, and the matter will no doubt be brought to the notice of Parliament, 


VL—MisceLaNgous, 


42, The Amrita Bazar Patrika is glad thatthe earnest work of the Bengali 
a ok eee in regard to the Swadeshi movement has not bee: 
? in vain, for while numerous weaving and spinning 
mills are being started in Bengal, there is much activity prevailing in trade 
centres outside the province. For instance, the Maharaja of Kolhapur has 
started a weaving and spinning mill with a capital of 10 lakhs. This is 
calculated to have a very good effect, as the cotton now exported from those 
parts will be kept in the country. At Sholapur a new mill has been established 
and the existing ones considerably strengthened. The present agitation; 
therefore, has not been without its beneficial results. “! 
43. The Behar News thinks - in a their —7 for age ne yd 
oods the Marwaris have not acted wisely, for it is 
ee curtain that very few middle-class "Beveniie are 
likely to violate their Swadeshi vow, more especially as there has been an 
appreciable decline in the prices of Swadeshi articles which leave nothing te 
be desired as regards durability. Prices will contract still further wher 
indigenous goods take a greater hold on the market, and the time is not far: 
distant when they will. It is therefore useless importing foreign goods, for they 
are likely to be a drug in the market. 
44. Comparing the nétt results of the present Royal visit with those of 
ae cai past ones, the Bengalee is forced to indulge in 
ee certain unpleasant reflections. In the Hindu or 
Muhammadan period, a visit of the Sovereign was celebrated by various acts of: 
clemency, grace, and munificence. Prisoners were released, the poor were fed, 
the arts and sciences were honoured, and the population atlarge were bidden to 
sink their sorrows and cares in the joy of the occasion. Can this b2 said of the 
Royal visit which has just been broughtto a close so faras Bengal is concerned ? 
*‘ Money has been spent like water, it is true, but it is the money of the people. 
Flunkeyism and not worth has been glorified. The poor who are ever with as, 
have been forgotten. The arts and sciences have given place to Tibetan ghost’ 
dances. And the masses? ‘ Why, they have been bludgeoned like pick-pockets. 
by brutal policemen. Nor is this all. The so-called ‘ People’s Entertamment’ 
was devised so as to represent the Bengalis as being little better than a timid, 
and enervated savage tribe.” No promise, says the journal, has been made of an 
immediate reduction in taxation, and no new right or privilege has been con- 
ferred upon the people to perpetuate so auspicious an occasion. This is the case 
so far as Bengal is concerned, but the reflections on His Royal Highness’s visit — 
to other parts of India must be still more deplorable. Rajputana, for instance, is 
at present in the deadly grasp of famine, and the effects of a Royal pro 
through that territory can be better imagined than described. If the total amount 
spent on the Royal visit were summed up, the amount is likly to reach a figure 
sufficient to provide a Famine Insurance Fund for every Indian province and 


‘ State. The Prince, however, has made an excellent impression on the people, 


and they would be sufficiently repaid if he would use his influence to ameliorate 
their condition. Pe MQhes ey 


(98) 


45. The Bengaiee writes that during the two or three days preceding the 

ea ia Royal visit to the. Senate Fuse, ‘wrshcsein w 
The College Equare mystery. busily engaged in erecting stands in College Square, 
and it was understood that these stands were to acnommodate Indian students, 
who had been completely excluded from Prinsep’s Ghat and the Red Road on the 
day of the arrival of the Prince. It was also understood that the public. would 


be allowed to view the Royal procession to the Senate House from the Square. — 


Owing to some mysterious reason, however, the galleries were suddenly 
dismantled and no one was allowed to enter the Square on the morning of the 
Royal procession, the crowd already collected in it being dispersed with 
unnecessary violence. As College Square is supposed to be vested in the 
Corporation of Calcutta, the Bengaice seeks an expleadilens from the Chairman 
as to why the public were prevented by the police from entering it. Snes 

46. In Indian circles, writes the Amrita Bazar Patrika, various reasons 


ta are being assigned for the Prince of Wales not 
a visiting the ‘native’ quarter. One is that the 
authorities would not permit him to do so lest his idea regarding the 
prosperous condition of Calcutta were changed. Another is that shouts of 
Bande Mataram were feared. This, however, was discredited when it was 
announced that students would be accommodated in an enclosure facing the 
Senate House on the morning the Prince attended the Convocation. The 
public, however, received a rude shock when the stalls, etc., erected for 
the occasion were suddenly demolished on the day previous. The general 
impression therefore is that ‘ Bande Maiaram’ led the authorities to take the 
precipitate action they did. 
47. The Amrita Bazar Pairika had little idea that the reason it had assigned 
; in jest for the sudden removal of the stands erected 
_ in College Square, would have turned out to be true. 
Mr. H. E. A. Cotton, writing tothe Press, says that, surprised at the action of the 
authorities, he sought information in connection with the matter from Mr, Allen, 
who after a whole day’s silence referred him to the Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle, who 
informed Mr. Cotton that the authorities had at the eleventh hour to demolish 
the stands, because the leaders had not been able to give the assurance that 
shouts of Bande Mataram would not be raised. If this is not an exhibition of 
utter demoralisation, what is? How long will tree-daubing, ‘ Bande Mataram- 
phobia’ and such like petty scares continue to harass an uneasy official mind ? 
; 48. The Indian Mirror observes that it is regarded in the light of a 
indi distinct grievance that the Prince of Wales was 
, not allowed to visit the ‘native’ quarter of 
Calcutta, more especially as he came out to India to see the people. Owing 
to the recent action of the authorities in closing College Square during the 
visit of the Prince to the Senate House, this feeling has broadened into 
indignation. It was thought that every facility would be afforded the natives 
to catch a glimpse of His Royal Highness on this occasion, but it was not 
so, for the arrangements that were being made in Cullege Square were 
suddenly cancelled. . 
49. The Indian Natwn eulogises Mr. R. C. Dutt and his able address 
_ .., .,. &t the Industrial Conference, but is disappointed 
aden,” & Putts presidential ot the dearth of practical suggestions, The ques- 
tion of the greatest importance to-day is not how 
to use country-made articles, but how to produce them. The desire to purchase 
home articles is natural, but this desire is overcome by the incentive to 
purchase foreign goods when they are cheaper and better. .The real problem 
i8, therefore, how to produce articles whisk by reason of their quality and 
price will be more attractive than outeide manufactures. Where foreign 
goods are tempting by virtue of their quality and price, the boycotting of 
them by artificial methods cannot be permanently and universally successful. 
This 1s the difficulty which has to be met and overcome. 
50. The Amrita Bazar Patrika considers that the Maharaja of Dar- 
bhanga’s munificent donation of a !akh of rupees 


The Prince and the munificent 


donation of the Maharaja of Dar. has been misspent, but remarks that it could not 


bhanga. have been otherwise since the Prince had no one 
to guide him save the local authorities. Where 
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ying this sum. in the Medical College Hospital and 
the Lady Dufferin Hospi unds? Have not the citizens of Calentta o 
surfeit of medical aid? ‘It is the tens of thousands of sick le in the | 
interior who do not know what medicine is that need assistance, medical 
aid should have been placed within their reach. This would have éndeared | 
the Prince to the people of the interior, for he would have directly benefited 
them in a manner that would tend to diminish the enormous death-rate among 
them. But there is no use'crying over spilt milk, and the fact remaing that 
the visit of the Prince has in the main not partaken of the nature of a 
yal visit at all. The people are not richer by the cession of @ single 
tical right. In this regard the journal points out that the Prinee should 
ve been vested, at least tem ily, with powers which would have 
enabled him to confer boons an ssteiiagen on the people. This would have 
been more in accord with the oriental idea of sove a Ak os 
51. The Amrita Bazer Pairika writes that Lord urzon’s note regarding 
the substitution of Hindi for Uriya as the Court — 
Lord Curzon and department- Janouage of the Sambalpur district, clearly traces 
wess out the baneful effects of Indian ‘departmentalism? — 
In his note, His lordship bitterly complained that an important subject was 
withheld from him for fourteen long months, at the close of which it was 
submitted to him asa mere formality and on the assumption that he would 
readily assent to the proposals that had been excogitated by the Secretaries — 
and Deputy Secretaries in their fourteen months of travail. It was in this 
irresponsible way that the Prince of Jhallwar was deposed by the Foreign Office’ 
and not by Lord Elgin. Lord Curzon was a strong man and could keep his 
subordinates straight. The journal hopes that Lord Minto will not allow 
himself to be led, for his predecessor’s useful note will show that subordinates | 
are not always to be trusted. 

52. The Bengalee makes a last appeal to the Prince.of Wales in connec 
tion with the partition which has ao distracted the 
Bengali-speaking people. The journal does not 
know whether the Prince is aware of the tense feeling prevailing owing to | 
Lord Curzon’s retrograde administration and the situation in the new province, 
but if His Royal Highnegs has not acquainted himself with the sentiments 
of the people he has visited Bengal to little purpose. 

53. The Bengalee writes that the indirect cause of the first strike at the 
Bowriah Jute Mills was the health-taxing rules 
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end of the Bowriah Jute Mills and regulations under which the operatives were 


forced to work. The immediate cause, however, 
was the unjustifiable conduct of the Manager in regard to the men 
rakht and shouting Bande Mataram on the now famous 16th of October. 
This strike came to an end in about a month’s time owing to some appreciable 
concession being made, but was followed by another, the reason this time 
being that there was an altercation between the European Assistants and the 
operatives Owing to the latter shouting their ‘national cry’ on leaving the 
mill after their day’s work on the 7th of December. Two arrests were made, 
and it is curious to note that the local officials took a special interest in the 
matter. The case, however, was amicably settled and the accused were warned 


and discharged. The journal hopes that the Directors will approach the 
question in a generous spirit. 
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